ENG3U                                                Name: ______________________

Never Let Me Go – Chapter Five (p. 49 – 60)

Challenging Vocabulary:
plot. n. (49) secret evil or hostile plan

kidnap. v. (49) to take somebody away by force and hold him or her prisoner, usually for ransom

abduction. n. (50) to take somebody away by force or deception

conspirator. n. (51) a member of a group of people planning in secret to commit an illegal act

furtively. adv. (51) giving the impression of somebody who has something to hide

precarious. adj. (52) dangerously unstable, unsteady, uncertain, or insecure

dim. adj. (52) unintelligent (as in the opposite of “bright”)

engrossed. v. (53) to take up somebody's whole attention

ornate. adj. (53) having elaborate or excessive decoration

snub. n/v. (54) to treat somebody with deliberate coldness or contempt

admiringly. adv. (56) in a way that show respect and appreciation

innocuous. adj. (57) harmless

brood over.  v. (58) to think resentful, dark, or miserable thoughts

gorgeous. adj. (58) outstandingly beautiful

utterly. adv. (60) completely; absolutely
baffling. adj. (60) impossible to understand; confusing
pathetic. adj. (60) provoking or expressing feelings of compassion and pity

Idioms:

keep (something) at bay (51) = defend against; stop something

let it go (57) = not think about

bite (one’s) lip (57) = not say something you want to say

on the verge of  (60) = almost

Comprehension Questions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of lined paper. Keep these answers for future reference and to study for quizzes and tests.

1. Describe the “secret guard.” What was it? Who was involved? Why? (p. 49-50)

2. Describe the woods at the top of the hill behind Hailsham. What did they look like? How did they affect the children’s imaginations? Why do you think this is? (p. 50-51)

3. What was Ruth’s role in the “secret guard”? (p. 52)

4. Describe the “row” that occurs when Kathy asks Ruth to teach her how to play chess. (p. 52-53)

5. How does Ruth ostracise Kathy? Why? What does this tell us about Ruth? (p. 53-54) 
ostracise. v. to exclude somebody from society or from a particular group, either formally or informally

6. Describe the exchange between Moira B. and Kathy. (p. 54-55)

7. Why do you think Kathy gets mad at Moira instead of joining in her criticism of Ruth and the “secret guard”? (p. 55-56)

8. From whom does Ruth imply she got her gorgeous pencil case from? How does she imply this? (p. 56-57)

9. How does Kathy trap Ruth concerning the truth about Ruth’s pencil case? Why does she do this? (p. 58-60)

10. How does Kathy’s story make Ruth feel? How does Kathy feel because of this? (p. 60)
